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NAIDOC WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [12.13 pm]: National NAIDOC Week was held 
across Australia between 3 and 10 July this year to celebrate and recognise the history, culture and achievements of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. This year’s NAIDOC Week theme of “Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up!” 
encourages all of us to champion institutional, structural, collaborative and cooperative change as well as celebrate 
those who have driven and led change in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities over many generations. 
NAIDOC Week was marked by a broad range of celebrations throughout the state and gave each of us the opportunity 
to learn about First Nation culture and history and to participate in the celebration of the oldest continuous living 
culture on earth. The week was officially launched in an opening ceremony at Wellington Square on Sunday, 3 July. 
There was a diverse range of celebrations for NAIDOC, from school assemblies, flag raising ceremonies, storytelling, 
morning teas, singing and dancing, and creating artworks to the sharing of culture. Communities in all parts of 
Western Australia came together to join in NAIDOC events. Most recently, I had the great pleasure of attending 
the NAIDOC Ball on Saturday, 30 July. It was a wonderful occasion with many in attendance and awesome 
performances provided by Aboriginal dance groups and musicians. The evening also provided me an opportunity 
to congratulate and celebrate the 13 NAIDOC 2022 award winners, which included artists, businesses, sportspeople 
and health practitioners, to name just a few. I take this opportunity to again acknowledge and congratulate this 
year’s NAIDOC award winners. 
Notably, this year’s NAIDOC Week coincided with a renewed sense of optimism and hope across Australia as the 
Indigenous Voice to Parliament has emerged as an important issue in the national discourse, as has the Uluru Statement 
from the Heart. This is obviously a very significant process and I look forward to dialogue progressing over the 
coming months. 
In closing, I congratulate the 2022 NAIDOC Perth committee for its hard work in creating an entertaining and 
inclusive event, and I look forward to the whole community continuing to give effect to the theme of “Get Up! 
Stand Up! Show Up!” every week of the year. 
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